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FROM THE 


„e 3 


WITHIN „ 


; | The 8 of London, whoſe Names are 
T1 ſubſcribed, deliver'd by the Subſcribers to 


1” 


the General and his Council of War, Jan. 18. 

16648, ſhewing their Abhorrence and Dete- 
ſation of their Proceedings in order to De- 
pole and Murther King Charles I. Printed 


_ and now * in Vine of 
them. | 


— — 


PRO. 24. 11, 141 | 
if thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto Death, and 
'] thoſe that are ready to be flain: 
1 | 1f thou ſayeſt, behold we know it not; dothnot he that pondereth the 
| | heart conſider it, and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth not he know 
it, and Jos not he Ponies 0 9 Man 3 to his Works ? 


* 
r wn —_— 


LONDON. 


| FA : And Sold by S. C 2 * the Poultry, and 
F. Roberts in Warwick: 


| Preebyterian Mini jfters 
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LETTER 


: 7. KRRON 
I in Mert of the Goſpel 


Within the Province of London, 

_ whoſe Names are Subſcribed: 
Delivered to his Excellency by ſome 

of the Subſcribers, Jan. 18. 1648. 

With defire to have it, commu- 
nicated to the General Council of 
the ray... 


May it pleaſe your Excellency; with 
thoſe of your Counc il. 


Wer of late divers Ap. 


plications have been made, as 


well in Writing as by verbal 
lee inviting rhe Miniſters of 
A 3 London, 


/ London, or ſome of them, to meet 


[ 4] 


with the Officers of the Army, in 


$44 4 S- Sc. + 


their Conſultations about matters of 


Religion; We, Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel within the Province of Lendon, 


. Hold it our Daty, as then to refuſe 


any ſuch meeting as was propoſed, 
lo now to give your Lordſhip and 


| your Council the / Reaſons of that 


Refuſal, leaſt by our Silence we ſhould 


ſeem to be wanting iv'that-Ingenui- 
ty and Candor which becomes all, 


Jo but eſpecially the - Miniſters of Jefus 


(a) Mr. 
Marſhal. 
Mr. Cal*- 
my. Mr. 


Whitakers. 


Mr. Sedg- 


wick. c. 


(b) Mr. 

Hhitaker. 
Mr. Cala- 
my. Mr. 


Aſh, Ce. 


Chrift And underſtandipgthat ſome 
of our Brethren, at one Conference 
before your Lordſhip and ſome of 
your Council (2), and at another with 
ome of your chief Officers (H, have 
already manifeſted their diflike, both 
of your late Actions towards many 
of the Worthy Members' of the Ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, and 
what likewiſe you have publiſhed in 
your late Remonſtrance and Decla- 
ration, as your Int ention for ſettling 
the Affairs of the Kingdom, (as we 


were informed by ſome of them, and 


willed thus to ſignifie,) We thought 


fit hereby to manifeſt our Concurrence 


with thoſe our Reverend Brethren; 
EE 8 Hum- 


L 5 1 
Humbly-: defiring, /; That while we 
uſe that Plainneſs and Freedom which 
becometh the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
this our Performance may not be miſ- 
interpreted, either as a tranſgreſſing 


the Law of Chriſtian Meeknefs, or 
an exceeding the Bounds of Minifte- 


rial Liberty; We being commanded 


to cxy aloud, and to lift up our Voices 


as Trumpets, to fhew the People their 
Tranſgreſſions, and the houſe of Ja- 
heir Sins 
Had a Conference been deſired 
with us only to have given you Re- 
ſolution, whether the ways wherein at 
the preſent you are walking, are agree- 


able to the Word of God, (which Caſe 


indeed had been ſuitable for private 


Perſons to have propounded, and for- 


Miniſters of the Goſpel to have reſolv- 
ed) We ſhould moſt willingly and freely 
have delivered our Judgments (as our 
fore mentioned Brethren have done) 
concerning theſe your Practices; and 


have given you this as our Advice, 


grounded upon Scripture; Namely, 
That inſtead of proceeding further 


in ſuch unwarrantable Courſes, you 


ſhould have teſtified your timely and 


Godly: Sorrow. for what (fo clearly a- 


gainſt 


JEL 
gainſt the direct Rule of the Word) 
you. have already ated. 
And if only for the oviriig of this 
Caſe; a Conference had been defired, 
It was from the firſt profeſfed that 
we ſhould be ready and willing to 
meet, where and with whomſoe ver, 
to aſſert and maintain our Judgment 
therein. But as it the ſuſtneſs of your 
Way were already granted by us; We 
were only. invited to contribute our 
Aſſiſtance in proſecution of what you 
had undertaken, which we conceive 
to be out of your Sphere; And for 
us to have joyned in any Conſultati- 
ons of this nature, would have made 
us acceſſary unto them; guilty of the 
Evil which is in them, and even par- 
x Tim 5. takers of other mens Sins, contrary to 
x Theſ z. the ApoſtlesRule, who bids us ab/iam 
even from all arprearance of Evil, 
Epic . and have no fellowſhip with the un- 
fęruitful Works of Darkneſs out re- 
prove them rather. 
tt is already ſufficiently known (be- 
ſides all former Miſcarriages) what 
Attempts of late have been put in 
Practice againſt law ful Authority: Eſ- 
pecially by your late Remonſtrance, 
and Declaration, Publiſhed in oppoſi- 
tion 


S 7 n a_ 


C25 W155 
tion to the Proceedings of Parliament; 
As alſo by ſeizing and impriſoning the 
King's Perſon, without the Knowledge 
and Conſent of Parliament, and by that 
late unparallePd Violence offered to 
the Members of it, forcibly hindering a- 


bove one Hundred of them (if we 


miſtake not the Number) from fitting 
in Parliament ; Impriſoning many of 
their Perſons; though many of them 


are known to us to be Men of emi- 
nent Worth and Integrity, and who 


have given moſt ample Teſtimony of 
their real Affections to the good of 


the Kingdom; and beſides all this, 


there is an Intent of framing and 
contriving a new Model, as well of 


Kingdom, as of the Conſtitution of 


a new kind of Repreſentative (as you 
call it) inſtead of this and all future 


Parliaments; and this to be Subſcribed 
throughout the Kingdom, under the 
notion of an Agreement of the People; 
as is declared in your late Remon- 
ſtrance, of November 16. 1648. pag. 
67. All which Practices we cannot 
but judge to be manifeſtly oppoſite to 


the lawful Authority of thoſe Magi- 


- firates ' which God hath ſet over 


the Laws and Government of be 


p i 


[$3] 


vs, end to the Duty and Obedienve, 


which by the Laws of God and Man, 
and by our manifold Oaths, and Co- 


venants, we ſtand obliged to fender 


to them. And therefore we judge it 


our Duty, rather to teſtify our utter 
Diflike, and Deteſtation, than to give 
any (though but implicite and inter- 
pretative) Approbation of them 
We remember the Advice of Solo- 


Fror. 24. mon, Fear thou the Lord, and the 


*! King, and medulè not with them that 
are given to C Aud that of Paul, 
Arbeſſ. 3.6 Withdraw from ' every Brother thai 

d railos wallerh diſorderly; and not acrording 
; to the Traditions whith you have re: 

cei vid of av. Of which this is one, 

Tit. 3. 1. Pat them in mind to be ſubject to Prin- 

n 1. Halisier, and Powers, and o obey 


't, 2. Magiſtrates: And, Let every Soul be 


ſubjeft to the higher Powers, for there 
power but of God, the Powers 


is #0 . 
that be are ordained vf God: Whoſo- 
ever therefore reſiſteth the Power, re- 
ſiteth the Ordinance of God, and they 


that reſiſt, ſhall recerve to themſelves 


Damnation. The fear of God there- 
fore (whoſe Ordinance is violated, 
when Magiſtracy is oppoſed) makes 
us afraid of medling with thoſe: who 


without 


29 
without any Colour of Legal Autho- 
rity, meerly upon the preſumption of 
Strength, ſhall attempt ſuch Changes 
as theſe are, And we cannot but be 
deeply affected with Grief and Aſto- 
niſhment, to fee that an Army, raifed 
by Authority of Parliament, for the 
Preſervation of the Privileges there- 
of, and of our Religion, Laws and 
Liberties, ſhould, contrary to their 
Truſt and many Ingagements, do 
that which tends to the manifeſt Sub- 
verſion of them all. e 

We have not forgotten thoſe de- 
cared Grounds and Principles, upon 
which the Parliament firſt rook up 
Arms, and upon which We were 
induced to join with them; (from 
which we have not hitherto declined, 
and we truſt through Gad's Grace ne- 
ver ſhall.) We remember, That when 
| the King, with a Multitude of Armed 

Men, demanded but a {mall Number 

(in compariſon of thoſe now ſecluded 

by you) of the Members of Parliament: 

It was deemed ſuch an horrid Viola- 

tion of their Privileges, and an Act 

ſo Injurious, and Deſtructive to the 
good of the Kingdom, as had not 

(then) any a or Parallel; _ 

1 30 3 


La. ] 
of what nature it was judged to be, 
by a Parliament then free and full may 
appear by the Order of the Houſe of 
Commons of January 3, 1641. When 
hearing but of a Purpoſe in the King to 
ſeize upon ſome of their Members, 
they Declared. If any Perſon what- 
« {oever ſhall offer to Arreſt, or De- 
ce tain, the Perſon of any Member of 
cc this Houſe, without firſt acquainting 
«« this Houſe therewith, and receiv- 
ing further Order from this Houſe, 


© Thatit is lawful for ſuch Member, 


for any Perſon to aſſiſt him, and to 
« ſtand upon his or their Guard of 
« Defence, and to make Reſiſtance 
« according to the Proteſtation taken 
% to defend the Privileges of Parli- 
é ament ; and by the Declaration of 
& January 17, 1641, That the Ar- 
« reſting of any Member of Parlia- 
ment, by any Warrant whatſoever, 

« without a Legal Proceeding againſt 
cc them, and without Conſent of that 
« Houſe, whereof ſuch Perſon is a 
« Member, is againſt the Liberty of 


» 


e lege of Parliament; And the Per- 
4 {on which ſhall Arreſt any of theſe 
« Perſons, or any other Member of. 
1 . « the 


the Subject, and a Breach of Privi- 


| 


cc the Parliament, is Declared a pub- 
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i lick Enemy of the Common-wealth. 


And this Violation of their Privi- 
leges, was that which did Occaſion 
firſt a Guard, and was afterwards one 
Reaſon of railing an Army: But that 


an Army thus raiſed by their Autho. 


rity, and for their Preſervation, 
ſhould now ſo far exceed that Act 
which was then eſteemed without Pa- 
rallel, could hardly have been imagi- 


— 


ned by us, had not our Eyes been 
Witneſſes of it. 


And although both Houſes of Par. 
liament (who are jointly together 
with the King intruſted with the 
Supream Authority of the King- 


J 


dom). ſaw cauſe to take up Arms 


for their own Defence, againſt the At- 


tempts made upon them by the King 


ind his Evil Councellors; and. for the 


Preſervation of the Proteſtant - Reli- 


gion Eſtabliſhed which was then in- 
dangered by the growth of ſeveral 
Errors and Innovations; ) and for the 
ſecuring of the Fundamental Laws 


and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, 


which they apprehended then to be un- 


B z any 


- 
* 


- 
* 


dermined by ſeveral illegal Incroach- 
ments : Yet this cannot be pleaded as 


Eg 
any Jaſtification or Precedent for you 
(who, in reference to the Power of 
Magiſtracy, are but private Perſons) 
to uſurp an Authority over King and 
Parhament, and to intermeddle with 
Affairs uchich belong not to you. For 
the Laws of God, Nature, and Na- 
tions, together with the Dictares of 
Reaſon, and the common Conſent of 
all Cafuiſts, allow that to thofe which 
are intruſted with managing the Su. 
pream Authority of a State or King- 
dom, which they do not allow to a Mul. 
titude of Private Perſons, though the 
have Strength in their Hands to effect 
Py "TS; 


And moreover, although the Par- 
tiament thus took up Arms for the De- 
fence of their Perſons and Privile- 
ges, and the Prefervation of Religion, 
Laws, and Liberties ; Yet was it not 
their Intention thereby to do Violence 
to the Perſon of the King, or diveſt 
him of his Regal Authority, and what 
of Right belongeth to him, (as appears 
by*their many Declarations in that be- 
half: ) Much leſs was it their Purpoſe 
to fubverr and overthrow the whole 
Frame and fandamental Conſtitution 
of the Government of the Kingdom, 

Or 
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or to give Power and Authority to 


any Perſons whatſoever ſo to do. 


felves obliged this ie appear for the 


Maintenance of our Religion, Laws 


and Liberties, together with the Con- 
ſtitution, Power and Privileges of 
Parliament, and the ſettled Govern- 


ment of the Kingdom; both, on the 


one hand, againſt all Malignant Coun- 
ſels and Deſigns for the Introduction 
of an Arbitrary and Tyrannical Power 
in the King; and, on the other hand, 
againſt all irregular licentious Pro- 
ceedings of private Perſons, tending 
to the Subverſion of them, and to the 
Introduction of Anarchy, Confuſion, 

Profaneneſs, and Irreligion. => 
And we are the more ſtrongly en- 
gaged thus to adhere firmly to theſe 
our former juſt Principles, by reaſon 
of the ſeveral Oaths and Covenants 
nerally taken throughout the King- 
om, as by the Proteſtation of May 
5, 1641, Wherein we do in the Pre- 
fence of Almighty God, Promiſe, 
« Vow, and Proteſt, according tothe 
« Duty of our Allegiance, to maintain 
« and defend With our Lives, Power 
« and Eſtates, His Majeſties 1 
Per- 


[att 


« Perſon, Honour and Eſtate, and 
et the Power and Privileges of Par- 
c ljament. As alſo by the Vo and 
ec Covenant, wherein the Lords and 
c Commons have declared, That 
ec there had then been a treacherous 
ec and horrid Defign to ſurprize the 
« Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
ce with the Suburbs, and by Arms to 

force the Parliament: And finding 
6c by conſtant Experience, that many 
« ways of Force and Treachery are 
« continually attempted, &c. Requir- 
ce ed, That all that are true-hearted 
« and Lovers of their Country, 
c ſhould bind themſelves each to o- 
& ther in that ſacred, Vow and Cove- 
«© nant, wherein we declare our ab- 
c horring and deteſting the faid 
«© wicked and treacherous Deſign, 
cc and that we would according to 
« our Power and Vocation oppoſe 
ce and reſiſt the ſame, and all otherof 
the like nature. And likewiſe by the 
Slemn League and Covenant, for the 
Reformation and Defence of Religion, 
the Homour and Happineſs of the King, 
the Peace and Safety of the Kingdom, 
Se. Wherein we have Covenant- 
ed, That we will ſincerely, really 

&« an 


6 
ti and conſtantly, in our ſeveral Voca- 
tions, endeavour to preſerve the 
Rights and Privileges of the Parli- 
aments, and preſerve and defend the 
King's Majeſty's Perſon and Authori- 
te ty, in the preſervation and defence of 
« the true Religion, and Liberties of 
ce the Kingdoms; that the World may 
„ bear Witneſs with our Conſciences 
6 of our Loyalty, and that we have 
no thoughts or intentions to di- 
« miniſh His Majeſty's juſt Power 
« and Greatneſs, 


In all which Obligations, though the 
Matter of them may be, in Part, of 
Civil Concernment, yet the Bond and 
Tye of an Oath and Covenant is Reli- 
gious, Sacred, and Inviolable. Which 
though ſome may eſteem no more than 
an Almanack out of Date, yet we look 


upon it as the Oath of God, in whoſe 
T Name we have Sworn, and who will 
certainly require it at our Hands. 


We know with what a jealous Eye, 

and ſevere Hand, the Lord avenged 

2 the Quarrel of his Covenant made by gz. 7. 
ö ZLedekiah to the King of Babylon, 4 18, 
{ though extorted from him, and pre- 


ſuch 


[16 þ 
judicial to him. Shall be proſper 
(faith God) ſha'l he efſtape, that doth 
uch things? Or ſhall he break the Co- 
venant, aud be delivered? As I lvoe, 
faith the Lord, ſeeing he deſpiſed the 
Oath by breaking the Covenant, (when 
lo, be had given his hand) he ſhall 
not e ſcape. Therefore thus faith the 
Lord God, as I live, ſurely mine Oath 
that he hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant 
that he hath broken, even it will J 
recompence upon his own Head. We 
dare not therefore (when we have lift 
up our Hands to the moſt High God) 
by the Violation of a more righteous 
Oath, provoke the Wrath of the Lord 
againſt us, who is the Searcher of all 
Hearts, and to whom we muſt give 
an Account at the Great Day. 


Inſtead therefore of joining in Con- 
ſultation with you; We do earneſtly 
intreat you, in the Name of our Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Am- 
baſſadors we are, That you would 
Commune with your own Hearts, 
confider the Evil of your own Ways, 
and turn from them; Remember from 
whence you are fallen, and Repent 
and do your firſt Works. You were 
_ EE ONCE 


FE 

once honourable and precious in the 

Eyes of us and others of God's Ser- 

vants, while you kept in God's Way, 

and within your own Sphere; you had 

our Hearts, our Help, and our Pray- 

ers for Succeſs. therein: But alas! 

you have Eclipſed your own Glory, 

and brought a Cloud over all your 
Excellencies. You are now walking 

in by-Paths of your own, where- 

in we dare not ſay, The ble//ing of the pg. —_ = 
Lord be upon you, We Bleſs you ins. vu 
the Name of the Lord, nor bid you , _ | | 
God ſpeed, leaſt we be Partakers of. W 
your evil Deeds. Inſtead of pre- 
ſerving the Truth and Purity of Re- 

ligion and the Worſhip of God, we 

fear, you are opening a Door to de- 
ſperate and damnable Errors and He- 

reſies againſt the Truth of God, and 

to many licentious and wicked Pra- 

ctices againſt the Worſhip and Ways 

of God. How is Religion made to 

ſtink by reaſon of your Miſcarria- 

ges, and like to become a Scorn and a 
Reproach in all the Chriſtian World? 

How are the Faces of God's faithful 
Servants covered with Shame, and 

their Hearts filled with Sorrow and 

CG | Grief 


\ 


Zee 
N 
* * ” \ © 4 * - 


. . * : 
* 1 —— hee, — _—— . : — — — — * E a F q : W 
. * u * I * N T Y hy 4 I 1 * * 9 k 
= "XY 
. . 

4 F 

* — 1 — 
: * 
} * 

* 


* 


8 11 


Grief by Reaſon thereof? How is the 
Golden Cord of Government broken 
in ſunder? The Honour and Autho- 


rity of Magiſtracy laid in the Duft ? 
How hath the Parliament, which ſu- 
ſtained the Force and Oppoſition of 
profeſſed Enemies for many Years, 

en made contemptible and torn in 
Pieces by profefled Friends in one 
Day? a 


You cannot but know how fully 
and frequently God's Word command. 


eth and inforgeth Obedience and Sub. 


miſſion o Magiſtrates, forbidding alfo 
and condemning, (and that under 
Pain of Damnation,) tuch Practices 


as thefe of yours are. As likewiſe 


what ſevere Threatnings and exempla- 
ry judgements from God have been 

denounced againſt, and inflicted on 
the Contemners and Oppoſers of this 
his Ordinance. You know what a 


Jades, 11 Brand the Apoſtle Jude ſets upon 


th-ſe that deſpi/e Dominion and ſpeak 
Evil of Dignities. Wo unto them 
(faith he,) for they have gone in the 
way of Cain, and run greedily after 
tbe Error of Balaam for a * | 
| an 


me x — A 2 


ny 
and periſhed in the grin:ſaying of 
Corah, e ENS 12 


. You know the ſad Examples of Cy. 
rab, Dathan, and Abiran, in their 
Mutinous Rebellion, and levelling De- 
ſign againſt Magiſtracy and Miniſtry, 
in the Perſons of Mo/es and Aaron; You 
Tou take too mavh upon you, (laid 


they to Moſes and Aaron ſteing AMV 


all the Congregation are holy. if here. Orsaiats, 
fore then lift you up your ſelves a- 

bove the Congregation of the Lord? 

Which Mofes fears not to call A ga- num. 16. 
thering together againſt the. Lord, and 3. 11, 26, 
warns the People to avoid their Come *©33'*9: 
pany; Deparr from the Tents of theſe 
Wicked Men, and touch nothing of 
theirs, leaſt ye be conſumed in all their 
Simms; After which the Earth open- 
ed her Mouth, and {ſwallowed them 
up, with all that appettained to them: 
And yet there were in that Rebel 
lion a conſiderable Number of emi- 
nent Men, Two handred and fifty Prin- 
ces of the Aſſembly, Famous in the 
Congregation, Men of Renowy. 


Verſe 2; 


And conſonant to the Tenor of the 
Scriptutes herein, hath alway been 
GC 2 the 
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the conſtant Judgment and Doctrine 


of Proteſtant Divines, both at Home 
and Abroad, with whoſe Judgments 
we do fully concur; diſclaiming, de- 
teſting and abhorring the wicked and 


bloody Tenents and Practices of Je- 
ſuits, (the worſt of Papiſts,) concern- 


ing the oppoling of lawful Magiſtrates 
by private Perſons, and the murther- 
ing of Kings by any, though under 
the moſt ſpecious and colourable Pre- 
tences. Which Jeſuitical Principles 
and Counſels we fear, may have too. 


greac a Concurrence with, if not an 
Influence upon theſe late Tranſa- 


ctions. 


Now we deſire you ſeriouſly, and 


as in the Sight of God, to examine 


your own Hearts and Ways, and to 


deal with your ſelves as ſometimes 


Nathan did with Divid Put caſe 


{ome other Party of Men in the King- 


dom, whoſe Principles had not been 
concurrent with yours, ſhould have 


attempted Acts of ſuch a Nature, as 


thoſe that you have performed; as ſeiſ- 


ing the King's Perſon, and removing 


him from Place to Place, without, and 


againſt his and the Parliament's Con- 


ſent: 
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ſent: Would it not have been judged 
by you an intolerable Contempt both 
of his and their Authority? Put caſe 
they and their Confederates had at- 
tempted the removal of the Parlia- 
ment's Guards, ſecured or inhibited 
a great Number of their Members, 
contrived and promoted new Modules 
of their own, Deſtructive to the Be- 
ing both of this and all other Parlia- 
ments, with other Acts of the like 
Nature ; we appeal to your own Con- 
ſciences, what Clamours and Accu- 
ſations againſt them would from your 
ſelves have proceeded. And if in 
other Perſons you would condemn 
the Fact, the Lord grant you Hearts 
to ſee who are the Men. Was it once 
a Crime of the higheſt Nature, to en- 
deavour the Subverſion of the Fun- 
damental Laws of the Kingdom, to 
diſſwade the Calling, or perſwade the 
Diſſolution of Parliaments; to coun- 
tenance Arminians, or connive at 
Papiſts? And can it be now commend. 
able to contrive the Subverſion of the 
whole Laws and Government of the 
Kingdom all at once; and inſtead of 
a few Errors, to allow ( as we fear 

8 ſome 


ES i 
ſome amongſt you endeavour, ) a to. 
tal Impunity, and univerſal Tolera. 

tion of all Religions? Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked : He knows how 
frequently you condemn that as a 
great Crime in others, which you 
would have accounted a Virtue in 


your ſelves: But God, who is no Re. 


ſpecter of Perſons, alloweth no ſuch 
Rom. :. Rule. Thoſe who knowing the Fudg- 
3 ment of God, that they which commit 
fuch things are worthy of Death; not 
only do the ſame things, but have P ea- 
ſure in (or, conſent with them that 
do them, in judging another condemn 
Rom. 2. F#hemſeFues. And thinkeſt thou this, Q 
„ 3. Man, that juageſt them which do ſuch 
things, and doeſt the ſame, that thou 
ſhalt eſcape the Judgment of Cod? 
ver. 2, 6, No ſurely, we are ſure the FJudg- 
fro ment of God is according to 1riuth, 
: againſt them which commit ſuch things; 
5 ho will render to every Man accor- 
ding to his Deeds, for there is no re- 

ect of Perſons with God. 


We deſire that you would not be 
too confident on former Succeſſes. If 


Cod have made you proſper while 


you 
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you were in his way, this can be no 
warrant for you to walk in Ways of 

your own, and promiſe your ſelves 

Succeſs therein; Nay, if through 

God's Permiſſion, (for Reaſons beſt 

known to himfelf) you have had or 

may have Succeſs in an Evil way, 

yet is it no Juſtification thereof, nor 
Encouragement to proceed therein. 

Yea, you know, that it is one of the 
greateſt Judgments, when God fuf-. 

fers Men to proſper in Sinful Courſes. 

Wiſe Solomon tells us from his own 
Experience, that there be ſometimes Eccl7. 15. 
Fuſt Men to whom it happeneth ac- 
cording to the Fork of the Wicked; 

again; There be wicked Men to whom 

it happeneth according to the Work of 

the Righteous : There is a Fuft Mau thas Eeccl.. 1 
periſbeth in his Righteouſneſs, aud 

there is a wicked Man phat prolongot h 

bis Life in his Wickedneſs: But, 6e. Eccl8.11: 
cauſe Sentence againſt an evil work is 5 
zot executed ſpeedily, ſhall therefore 

the Heart of the Sons of Men be fully 

ſet in them to do Evil? God forbid. 


. And therefore. the Providence of 
God (which is fo often pleaded in 


_ Juſtification of your Ways) is no ſafe 


Rule 


whatſoever his 


1 Sam. 24. 
4.6.7, 13. 


„ 
Rule to walk by, eſpecially in ſuch 
Acts as the Word of God condemns. 
God doth not __ the Practice of 

rovidence doth per- 
mit. When David in the Cave had an 
Opportunity to deſtroy Saul, (who was 
then in actual Purſuance of him for his 
Life,) David's Men make uſe of ſuch 
an Argument from Providence, Be. 
hold, ſay they, the Day F which the 
Lord ſaid unto: the, Behold, I will 
deliver thine Enemy into thine Hand, 
that thou mayeſt do to him as it ſhall 
ſeem good unto thee; but David nei- 


ther durſt himſelf, nor would per- 
mit his Men to make uſe thereof; 


but faith, The Lord forbid that I 


ſhould do this Thing unto my Maſter 


1 Sam. 20. 
8, 9. 


the Lord's Annomted, to ſtretch forth 
my Hand againſt him. Again, when 


David found Saul ſleeping in his 


Trench, behold a Providence (might 
Abiſbai have ſaid) Goa, ſaith he, hath 
delivered thine Enemy into thine Hand 
this Day, now therefore let me ſinite 
him, Sc. No, ſaith David, Deſtroy 


| him not, for who can ſiretch forth his 


Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, 


and be guiltleſs? But if, to follow 


Providence, had been a ſufficient 
4:4: Warrant, 


Far] 


warraut; Dawid ſhould have taken 


7 


another Courſe: In ſum, if this be a 
200d Warrant, nothing can be a 8in, 
for nothing can come to paſs at all, 
umeſs the permi five Providence of 
Goch aflord an Oppor tunit. 


Nor is it fafe to be guided by Im- 
pulſes of Spirit, or pretended Im- 


preſſions on your Hearts, without or 


againſt the Rule of God's written 
Word. For by this means the Temp- 
tations of Satan, and the Motions 
ot God's Spirit will be put in equal 
Ballance. And we deſire you like- 
wife to conſider, whether any Hi- 
ſtory, ſacred” or profane, recordeth 


any Example of an Impulſe of Spirit 


falling upon Multitudes of Perſons 
at the ſame time, putting them all 
at once upon Performances contrary 
to Moral Precepts; as alſo, whether 
ſuch Perſons who are ated by an 
Impulfe- of Spirit, can command O- 
thers who want it, (nay, who do 
not ſo much as pretend to have it) 
to do that, unto which themfelves 
pretend to be ſo incited? We know 
that it is the Duty of Chriſtians, to 
try ſuch Inſtigations by the 

D | (0) 


of God, and examine how well they o 
agree. thereunto, that they may ac. 07 


Iſa. 28. 20. 


cauſe there is no: Light in then. 


2 Pet. i. 
19. 


againſt our own Souls, and tempt 


cordingly judge, whether it be the der! 
Voice of God, or the Voice of 54. 

tan, and of their own Corrupt Hearts, 
that prompteth them. To the Law 
and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak 
not according to this Word, it is be- 


The Apoſtle Peter directs the Jews 
to whom he wrote to adhere to the 
Word Written, as to à more ſure 
Word of Propheſie. By the ſame 
Rule, whereby we muſt y the Spi- 
7its, we muſt alſo try the Impulſes 
of Spirit, otherwiſe. we do exceed- 
ingly: ſtrengthen the Devil's Hands 


him to tempt us. 


If beyond all this you plead Ne- . 
ceſſity of doing thus, leaſt what you I ** 
pretend as a Glorious Work, might I 
elſe miſcarry, and therefore venture 8 
on theſe Ways, which are by your a 
ſelves confeſſed to be irregular and ; 
not ju'ifiable; We anſwer, that no (© 
Neceſſity can oblige a Man to Sin; 1. 


God ſtands not in need of our din ( 


to 


H 


to carry to chin own Work: Wil Job. 13 7. 
je ſpeak wickedly for God, and tall 
decertfully for' him? faith 70. 


And yet this Plea of Neceſſity is 

of the leſs Weight in your Cale, 
becauſe we fear, the Ends you aim 
at, are no more juſtifiable: chin the 
Means you uſe; and the Neceſlity 
pleaded is either meerly oretemied; 15 
e Nor at leaſt contracted oy your own 
IMiſcarri 3 ES 


5 But if at any time a Precept of 
„God may be diſpenſed with, upon 
. J Neceſſity; yet, we ſuppoſe your 
Is ſelves "will grant, That this Neceſ- 
ny muſt be Abſolute, Preſent and 
Clear; not Doubtful, Uncertain and 
. Conjectural, as that which is alledg- 
. ed in your Caſe muſt needs be, it 
u being diſcerned only by your ſelves 
at and your own Party. It is moſt ap- 
re parent to us, that there was of late no 
ar Neceſſity of theſe your irregular Pra- 
4 | ices; the Parliament being (till 
o forced by you) full and free, Act- 
: Jiang what was Covenanted for, and 
in (if we miſtake not) what was agreed 
0. D 2 upon 
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upon long before bythe Parliaments of 
both Kingdoms. Beſides, yon bave 
engaged your ſelves by an Oath to 
preſerve his Majeſty's Perſon and the 
Priviledges of Parliament; and this 
is moſt Clear, that no Neceſſity can 
juſtify Perjury, or diſpenſe with law. 

ful Oaths ; That dreadful ing Roll 

being ready to ſeize upon him that 

Zech · 5. 4. ſweareth falſly by the Name of God. 
An Example of which ſevere Jude. 

ment from God, for the violationof 

an Oath, you have in Faul, who 

though he did out of a good Intention, 

ain his Zeal to the Children of Iſrael, 

flay the Gibeonites, (a People for. 

merly accurſed, and who had falla- 

ciouſly procured a Covenant from 

Zoſhua above Two Hundred Years 
Sam. 21. before) yet for Saul breaking of that 
1, 2, 6. Covenant, was the whole Kingdom 
of Iſrael, and his Poſterity in par: 
_ moſt ſeverely puniſhed by 


We do therefore upon the whole 
matter ſeriouſly beſeech you, as in 
the fight of God, to recede from 

theſe Evil Ways, and contain 2 
8 pon ng fg 


jearn John Baptiſt's Leſſon for Sol. 
diers, Do violence to no Man (or, Put Luke 34, 
no Man in fear) neither accuſe any , 
Man falſly, and be content with your 
wages. But if you perſiſt in Theſe 
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Ways, bebola, 22 have famed againſt Num. 3a: 
"the Lord, and be ſure your Sin wills. 


Fund you ont; and take heed, leaſt | 
when the Hand of God ſhall overtake © 
you, and turn the Wheel upon you, 


you be found to ſuffer both as Evil het. 4 


_ aoers, and as buſie Bodzes in other i. 


Menus matters. 


And when you ſhall thus return to 
your Duty; as we ſhall have cauſe to 
zleſs God for it, ſo we ſhall not need 


to fear thoſe Threatnings which ſome 


of us have received (we ſay not from 
your ſelves) yet from Meſſengers 
directed (as they informed us) im- *. 
mediately from your felves to ſome 
of us, That F we perſiſt to ſtir up the 
People to Sedition (for ſo it ſeems 
our bewailing your Sins before the 
Lord is interpreted) and Soldiers 49 
us a Miſthief, we may thank our 
ſelves; That if there follow another 
: . Var, 


Peters, 
KC, 
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War, you will give Quarter to none 
that flands againſt you ; That you will 
are neither Man, Woman nor Child, 
gliſh or Stranger. But if theſe 
our Exhortations. prevail not, we 
dave diſcharged our Duty, and we 
Eck 33 9. hope delivered our own Souls; and if 
. it be our portion to ſuffer, we truſt 
5 we ſhall /afer as Chriſtians, and for 
-n Fete4- well doing, and that ſuch ſufferings 
a Pet. 3. ſhall be acceptable with Cod; in whoſe 
17. , ſight the Death of bis Saints is pre- 
| 20. .  Crons; Who when he maketh Inqui ſi- 
Pg. 116.5. tion for Blood, forgetteth not the Cry 
Fi. 9. 1a. of the humble; and though ſome of 
M. Pens. US Were told by one of the Meſſen- 
| gers ſent from you, That if we put 
our ſelves upon ſuffering,we ſhall have 
ſuffering enough; yet we know, That 
Dan. 3. 1j. lhe God whom we ſerve is able to de- 
liver us: To whom, in the diſcharge 
1 pet. 4. Of our Duty, we Commit the keeping 
* of our . Souls, as to a faithful Crea- 
Tor. 


| # 
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And thus out of a Zeal to God's 
Glory, a Care to diſcharge our own 
Duties, and an hearty Deſire after the 
Comfort and Salvation of your Souls, 
we 


To 
we have freely and faithfully-declared 
our Judgments concerning your late. 
and preſent Proceedings. If the Lord 
pleaſe to make it effectual for your 
Reformation, we and all the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt ſhall have cauſe to bleſs 
God for you; but if for our Sins, 
and the Sins of the Land, the Lord 
ſhall make you Inſtruments of Miſery 
and Confuſion, ' (which your preſent 
Actings do certainly tend to) we will 
fay with Eli, It is the Lord, let him gam. 3. 
do hat ſeemeth him good. But we 
hope better things of you, and ſub- 
ſcribe our ſelves, . | 


Jan. 17, 1648. 


4 Tour Servants in the Lord, 


SS: 
Thomas Gateker, Paſtor of Notherhith. 


Fee . Paſtor of John Evan- 


Aae. Eat Pair of Michael 


Chris rin. Paſtor of Antho: 
nes. 


Henry. Roby: agh, Fiſtor of Leonards 
 Eaflcheap. 


Nicholay Profer, Miniget of the w ord 
at Foſter's. 


Thomas Caſe, Miniſter of: Maudiins 
Milkſtreet. 


Sranly Gower, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Martins Ludgate. 


? 


Andrew Faneway, of Alhallows on 


the Wall. 


Alber Clark, Miniſter of Bennet- 
Fynk. 


Thomas Clandon, Paſtor of Alhallows- 
Barking. 


John Wale, Miniſter of Michael 
Cornhil. 


James 
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James Cranford,. Paſtor of Chriſto- 
phers. 


James Nalton, — of Leonard 
Fofterlane. | 


Ter Cawton, Paſtor ad Bartholo- 
_ mew Exchange. 


John Fuller, Miniſter of — 
Biſhopſgate. 


Francis Roberts,” Paſtor of ils; 


William Jenkin, Paſtor * Chriſt- 
Church. 


Elidad Blackwel, TRY of Athallows 
Underſhaft. 


William Harri ſon, Miniſter of Grace 
Church. 2 


John Sheffield, Miniſter of Swichiaht 


Matthew Haviland, Miniſter of Tri- 
nity Pariſh. 


George Smalewood, Paſtor of Mild- 


reds Poultry. 


William Taylor, Paſtor of Stephens 
Coleman-ſtreer. 


E Chriſtopher 
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Chriſtopher Love, Paſtor of Ann 1 


derſgate. 
Robert Mercer. Miniſter of Brides. 


Raiph 6 8 Paſtor of Mary- Wool. 
noth. 


William - piracy Paſtor of Peters 
Cornhil. 


Francis Peck R Paſtor of Nicholas A- 


CONS. 


Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of the Gol. 
pel at Saviours Southwark. 


Milliam Wickins, Paſtor of Andrew | 


Hubbard. 


John Wallis, Miniſter of Martins 
Ironmonger-lane. 


Thomas Manton, Miniſter of Stoke- 


Newington. 


Thomas Gouge, Miniſter of Sepulchres 


Thomas Wat fon, Paſtor of Stevens 
Walbrook. 


Nathaniel Staniforth, Miniſter of 
— Bothaw. = nn 


John 
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John Halk, Preacher at Alhallows on 
the Wall. 


John Glaſſcock, Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Andrew Underſhaft. 


Thomas Whately, Paſtor of Mary- 
Woolchurch. 


gate. 


Jonathan Lloyd, Paſtor of James Gar- 
lickhith. 


John Morton, Paſtor of Newington 
Buts- 


Arthur Barham, Paſtor of Helens. 


Benjamin Needler, Paſtor of Marga- 
ret Moſes. | 


John Wells, Miniſter of Olaves Jury. 


b Robert Matthew, Miniſter of Andrew 
Wardrob. 
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Jacob Tice, Paſtor of Burtolph Billingſ- 


Foſhuah Kirby, Miniſter of the Word. 
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